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Item No. 97536

Instructional videos for Hornady Security® 
products are available at hornady.com.

https://www.hornady.com/


	 READ THIS FIRST
Warning:  NEVER store a loaded firearm in the Hornady Security® Biometric 
Keypad Vault under any circumstances. The risks associated with storage 
of a loaded firearm include, but are not limited to, unintentional discharge 
upon insertion or removal of the firearm. Unintentional discharge may result 
in bullet and safe fragments dispersing in multiple directions, which may 
cause serious injury or death. Hornady Security® is not liable for any misuse 
of the Biometric Keypad Vault.

Warning:  No safe is entirely secure. The Biometric Keypad Vault is only as 
secure as your maintenance of the keys and code. You are solely responsible 
for maintaining your keys and code. Keep your keys in a secure location at 
all times. Store your Biometric Keypad Vault in a secure location away from 
your keys. Hornady Security® is not liable for unauthorized access, including 
damage to, or loss of property, or personal injury. Again, NEVER store a 
loaded firearm in your Hornady Security® Biometric Keypad Vault, as this may 
result in unauthorized access to the loaded firearm.

Warning:  Except as expressly provided in the Biometric Keypad Vault 
Limited Warranty, Hornady Security® is not liable for any expense or damage 
associated with your inability to open the Biometric Keypad Vault. Electronic 
systems may fail. Verify that the keys furnished operate the lock. Keep your keys 
in a secure location at all times. For your security, Hornady Security® WILL NOT 
send replacement keys.

Warning:  Hornady Security® is not liable for any loss, theft, or damage to 
personal property. The Biometric Keypad Vault is not intended to protect the 
contents from fire, water, humidity, or other environmental conditions. Do 
not, under any circumstances, return the Biometric Keypad Vault to Hornady 
Security® with any personal property inside.

Important Information
•	 For trouble-free operation of your Hornady Security® Safe, please read and 

understand all instructions before use.

•	 Questions? Call our tech line at 800-338-3220.

•	 Never store loaded firearms in the Biometric Keypad Vault. Follow local laws 
for firearm storage.



Items included:
1.	 Biometric Keypad Vault
2.	 Two (2) Circular Barrel Keys
3.	 Security Cable
4.	 Four (4) Mounting Screws
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Biometric Keypad Vault 
Item No: 97536
Exterior: 12.0"W x 11"D x 3.9"H
Interior: 10.6"W x 7.8"D x 2.9"H
Weight: 9 lbs.
Input Power: Four (4) AA batteries (not included)

Setup and Operation
To achieve the best experience with your Biometric Keypad Vault, please read all instructions 
carefully, and understand its operation before securing valuables inside the safe.

NOTE:  Before setting up your safe please verify both circular barrel keys fit and unlock your safe. 
Contact Hornady® at 800-338-3220 if the keys do not work. Store keys in a secure location outside 
the safe.

Batteries
Open the safe with the mechanical override key. Remove the battery cover inside the door. Insert 
4 AA batteries (not included) and replace the battery cover. Do not close the Biometric Keypad 
Vault before testing digital lock.

NOTE:  Only use new hiqh quality AA batteries and replace all batteries at the same time.



Programming/Reset Combination Code
1.	 Open the vault with either the mechanical override key or a previously programmed code.

NOTE:  The vault ships with the default code of 1-2-3-4. To maintain the security of this product, 
a new code must be programmed before using.

2.	 Remove the battery cover and locate the red program button.

3.	

Program Button

AA Batteries

Press and release the program button. The keypad lights will blink and beep twice. Enter the new 4 to 
6 digit code. Press and release the program button to confirm the new code. The keypad light will 
blink and beep once.

4.	 Re-enter the new 4 to 6 digit code. Press and release the program button to confirm the new code. 
The keypad lights will blink and beep twice before returning to normal operation.

NOTE:  If the registration is unsuccessful the keypad light will beep and flash three times. 
Repeat Step 2 to restart the registration process.

5.	 With the lid open, verify that the new code has been programmed and is functional by entering the 
new code. The vault motor should cycle after each correct entry.

NOTE:  Become comfortable with the operation of your vault before mounting your safe and 
storing anything of value inside.

Programming Fingerprints
1.	 Open the safe with the mechanical override key or a previously programmed code.

NOTE:  The vault ships with the default code of 1-2-3-4. To maintain the security of this 
product, we strongly recommend implementing a new code. The code can only be overwritten, 
not deleted.

2.	 Press any keypad button to wake up the safe.



3.	 Locate the program button inside the safe and under the battery compartment cover. Press and 
release the program button.

4.	 Place a finger on the scanner. The keypad 
light will blink and beep once if a fingerprint 
is read. Place the same finger on the 
scanner two more times to complete the 
programming. The keypad light will blink and 
beep twice if the finger was successfully 
programmed.

NOTE:  If the registration is unsuccessful 
the keypad light will beep and flash three 
times. Please repeat Step 3 again.

5.	 To increase the useability of the biometric 
reader, program additional fingers from both 
the left and right hand, or even the same 
finger in different orientations.

NOTE:  Up to 50 fingerprint or orientations can be programmed.

Open Vault by Fingerprint
To open the vault with a previously programmed finger, place the finger onto the scanner and 
hold in place.

NOTE:  When a correct finger is read, the keypad will illuminate and the door should open. 
If an incorrect finger is read, the keypad light will blink and beep twice.

Erase All Fingerprint IDs
NOTE:  The safe does not allow individual fingerprint to be removed. They must all be erased at one time.

1.	 Remove the battery cover and locate the program button.

2.	 Press and hold the program button for five seconds, the interior light will rapidly blink.

3.	 To confirm erasing procedure, press and release the program button again. The interior light 
will blink three times to visually confirm all fingerprints have been removed. The fingerprints will 
no longer work until they are reprogrammed according to the instructions in the "Programming 
Fingerprints" section.

NOTE:  To abort the erase procedure, do not touch anything and the erase procedure will 
automatically abort after 10 seconds and return to normal operation. Test the fingerprint and  
the key code to confirm they are operational.

Alarm Mode
After 5 incorrect entries (fingerprint and keypad), the keypad light will blink and beep during  
the 2 minute lockout to warn you of unauthorized attempts.

NOTE:  Once the alarm has been activated, the vault will continue beeping for 2 minutes, or 
the alarm may be silenced by properly accessing the battery compartment inside the safe and 
removing the batteries.



Securing Your Safe
To maintain the security of the safe, bolt the safe to a secure structure. Record the serial number 
and key number in the space provided in this user manual before securing the safe.

Security Cable
1.	 Locate the pre-drilled hole on the back of the Biometric Keypad Vault and remove the dust plug.

2.	 Loop the included security cable around a secure object.

3.	 Insert the other end of the security cable through the pre-drilled hole on the back of the  
Biometric Keypad Vault and install the washer and the nut.

Anchor Screws
1.	 Remove the bottom layer of foam from the inside of the Biometric Keypad Vault.

2.	 Drill pilot holes in the four mounting hole locations and install the included screws.

3.	 Replace foam in the bottom of the Biometric Keypad Vault and confirm operation before storing 
valuables inside.



Keypad Tones On/Off
Press and hold the "1" button for three seconds to toggle sound ON and OFF.

Toggle beeps ON/OFF by 
holding for 3 seconds

Low Battery Warning
To check the battery level, press any button to illuminate the keypad. If the battery level is lower 
than 25%, the backlights of the keypad will turn yellow (instead of green).

Emergency Power
If the batteries fail an alternative power source and USB-C cable can be used to power the 
Keypad Vault until the batteries are replaced.

Plug a USB-C cable (not included) into the USB-C port located near the fingerprint scanner. 
The Keypad Vault can then be opened with a previously programmed keypad code or fingerprint.

Batteries should be replaced immediately to maintain proper function.

Troubleshooting
•	 PROGRAMMING FULL:  Up to fifty (50) different fingerprints can be stored. If there is an attempt to 

program more than fifty fingerprints, the yellow light will illuminate along with one long beep.

•	 READING ERROR:  If the safe is unable to read a fingerprint during programming, the fingerprint will 
not be stored into the safe and the red light will blink and beep three times. Try cleaning the finger or 
placing it more consistently onto the reader during the programming sequence.
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Product Registration and Service
You must register your product  to obtain warranty service. 
Complete the registration form at hornady.com/warranties.

To Receive Warranty Service
To report a warranty claim, call Hornady® at 800-338-3220 
to request a return authorization number. Returns will 
not be accepted without prior return authorization by 
Hornady.® When a return authorization number has 
been obtained, be sure all contents have been removed 
from the vault before sending it for service. Hornady® 
is not liable for any loss, theft, or damage to personal property.

Post-Warranty Service Information
For issues concerning service after the Limited Warranty 
expires, contact Hornady® at 800-338-3220.

Product Serial Number and Key Number Reference
You must register your Horandy Security® product in order to obtain warranty service.  
In the event you should need service for your product, please note the following information:

Serial Number��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

	 (see the back or bottom of safe)

Key Number�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

	 (see the face of the lock)

After recording the information, store user manual and spare keys in a secure location 
outside the safe.

Scan to register your 
product to receive the full 

benefit of its warranty.
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P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, Nebraska 68802-1848  
Hornady.com/contact

http://hornady.com/warranties
tel:18003383220
https://www.hornady.com/contact/

